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$.  SUMMARY: FRENCH LANGUAGE BEIRUT WEEKLY *NOUVEAU
MAGAZINE* PLBLISHEC AN INTERVIEW WITM SHIA CLERIC
MOUMLD HUSSAYN FADLALLAM IN ITS MAY § ISSUE,
INTERVIEW W2S IN THE CONTEXT OF THE MAGAZINE'S
COVER STOR ABDUT TWI SOUTHERN SUBURBS. FOLLOWING
ARE MAIN POINTS MADE BY FAOLALLAM IN THE INTERVIEW.
= FADLALLA» CENISD BEING ASSOCIATED WITH ANY GROUP.
FAITNTAINS RECATIONS MITe A L

(Ecai EGIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES PREVENT THE

CREATION OF AN ISLAMIC STATE IN LEBANON,
SECULARISATION IS NOT A REALISTIC SOLUTION TO .
LESANGN'S PROELEME. BUNMOWITEPAT DECONFESSION-
ALISM MIGHT HELP, DURING FADLALLAN'S VISIT TO
IRAN HE ATTEMPTED TO CONVINCE THE IRANIANS THAT
THERE 15 N POSSIBILITY OF FOLNDING AN ISLAMIC
REPUBLIC IN LEBANON. THE STATE OF ISRAEL IS A
THRILT BUT THE LEBANESE CANNOT STRUGGLE ALONE
GAINST IT. ¢ D & & 10N
-_T

—

ARTER!

N INTERNAL
R _GENERATION OF LEADERS MUST
A€ BETwE RN CHAISTI,

[

NG THE COUNTRY INTO
DT

PRIEVS FADLLLLAm ENCED THE EV WITH
( SCMT BIS DZTA. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF INTERVIEW. &
END SUMMARY . :

2. BEGIN TEXT:

1 A THE HEAD OF NO MOVEMENT, NOR
OF ANY MILITIA,

MY WORK IS THAT OF & MUSLIM

INTERVIEW WITH SHIA cn.sqg@mgé:s.sam__ w—
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INTELLECTUAL. 1-AM A THINKER ANO THE AUTHOR OF

A SCCRE OF WORKS ON ISLAM. MY FIELO OF ACTION GOES
SEYOND THE FRAMEWORK OF A PARTY OR A MOVEMENT, IT
EXTENDS YO THE WUSLIMS OF THIS COUNTRY AND OF ALL
OTHER COUNTRISS. WY IDEAS MAY BE WELL-QECEIVED
BY THE NEW SENESATION OF MUSLIMS. BUT I HAVE NO
OFFICIAL CPACITY. 1§ mAVE NO MILITIZ: I CO NOT
BELISVE THAT IRMS CAN RESOLVE ANYTHING. EUT I
HAVE BOOYGUARDS BECAUSE | MAVE BEEN THE TARGET

OF ATTACKS.

Ih—

3. WHAT ARE YCUR RELATIONS WITH THE OTHER SHIA -
GROUPS?

STAS A MUSLIM THINKER. ! WORK IN THE MUSLIM AREA
IN GENEIAL. THUS. 1 COLLABORATE WITH ALL TME ACTIVE —
FORCES TN THE GROUND. 1 MAVE VERY GENERAL RELA-

TIONS WITH THEM. . .

WHAT ARE YOUR RELATICNS WITH THE SUANT GROUPS IN
BEIRUT. PARTICULARLY WITH THE LNICN(?) OF MUSLIM
ULamas?

CTTHIS LNION SROUPS SUNNI AND SHIA ULAMAS WHO ARE
VCRXING FCR THE UNIFICATION OF ISLAM. -
FRIENCS AND WE CONSULT £ACH QTHER, BUT I aM NOT

LY
OF IStam.

8 LD CCNSIST IN AN OPEN UNIF
NOT ONE CLCSED IN UPON ITSELF.
AND WITH SHAYI SAID SHA’BANT

ICATION, L e

=~A GREAT FRIENSDHIP BINDS US.

YOU THEIEFORE AGREE WITH HIM WHEN HE SAYS HE WANTS . .
TO CREATE AN ISLAMIC STATE IN LZBANON? ‘

ACN.
SLIH A Peo,

% E.3. 12388

TTIN SPEAKING ThIS WAV, SMAYKM SMA’BAN IS EXPRESSING
" AN ABSCLUTIST POINT OF VIEW. IN PRINCIPLE, IT 18
A VALID PRCPOSITION aND I aM CONVINCED THAT ISLAM
CAN RESCLYE ALL CF MAN'S PRCBLEMS, LEBANESE OR NOT. . '
SUT ThE FCLLCWING QUESTION ARISES: IS IT POSSISLE (" - s
YO 2POLY SI.OM A SUGGESTIIN.TQ LESANCN?  IN MY : )
CPINIZN, "UCCAL 1S oELL 35 REGIONAL CIRQUSTANCES *
B3 NOT DLRUIT TmE IREATION CF AN ISLAMIS STATE IN. P
NE_MUST 8E EALISTIC, . FOR THE MOMENT, . .
ECT SANNOT BE REALIZED. TWIS. (S why o '
: . . .
NA
: PINS. PTER,PINR. L
SUSGEIT:  INTERVIEM WITH SHIA CLERIC MUHAMMAD MUSSAYN
ENCOLRAGE CTIIN. THAT . AIMS AT FACILITATING.
CTERI§ EAC €0 CN 4 REAL EUILIBRIUN, FAR FROM _
< ANTTREGEMONISTIC TWPULSE OF ° PARTY OR THE OTHER,

e g

iT IS THEREFCRE NECESSARY TO SEPARATE RELIGION
THE STATE. WmY NOT ACCPT SECULARISATION?

LAMIC STATE. SEPARATING RELIGION ANO STATE - H
SE.  IN LEBANON. SECULARISATION OOES AQT
Te THE MIND  OF TME CITIZEN. nE (S rOT .

= 7O REACT IN & SECULAR MANNER. THIS (S . ! :
£ #C SPEAK OF SECULARISATICN GO SO. IN My
- iV CRUER TO SCIRE POINTS IND 1S BARGAINING

TACTICS. 2UT THEY T AOT BELIEVE IT ThE

SEENS T3 ME RATHER THAT IN THE CURRENT
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PROBLEMS. ON THE CONDITION THAT IT IS NOT PURSUED
TO FULL SECULARISATION.

. _WHAT WAS THE SUBJECT OF YOUR VISIT WITH
AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI AND IRANIAN OFFICIALS DURING
YOUR VISIT TO THAT COUNTRY LAST UANUARY?

-~IT WAS A PRIVATE VISIT. i HAD PARTICIPATED IN
ISLAMIC CONGRESSES IN GREAT BRITAIN AND IN INDIA,
AND I TRAVELED THROUGH TEHMERAN. I TRIED, IN FACTS
TO CONVINCE THE IRANIAN OFFICIALS OF THE REALITY
OF THE LEBANESE PROELEM. SOME PEOPLE HAD SAID

TO THEM THAT IT WAS TIME YO CREATE AN ISLAMIC
STATE IN LEBANON. FOR MY PART, 1 TRIED TO SHOW
THEM THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE. THE ISLAMIC REVOLU-
TION CANNOT COME TO POWER IN LEBANON.

6. WHAT ARE YOUR AREAS OF INFLUENCE IN LEBANON?

~-WE HAVE A PRESENCE IN ALL MUSLIM REGIONS OF
LEBANON.

THEY SAY THAT IMAM RAGHES HARS OF JIBSHIT WAS -ONE
OF YOUR PARTISANS?

-=YES. THIS IMAM WAS ONE OF MY STUDENTS WHEN I

WAS TEACHING IN NABA’. AS A THINKER, 1 HAVE MANY ..

7. WILL YOUR CONFLICT WITH IFRAEL END IF THE IDF
WITHORAWS FROM THE SCUTH, OR 1S 1Y DEEPER THAN
™IT?

R_PROBLEM. IN LEBANDN XLL BE RESOLVED WMEN..
TSRAEL LEAVES THE SOUTH. TAS MUSLIMS AND AS
UEBANESE, ‘THE PRESENCE OF xsnAEL IN THE REGION
1S A THREAT FOR US. THE EXISTENCE OF THE
ISRAEL] STATE IS A COLONIALIST ACT THAT SEEKS Yo
BRIFG ABOUT THE CRUMBLING OF THZ REGION. BUT T)
LEBANESE ALONE CANNOT STRUGGLE AGAINST THIS rACL
NOR AGAINST THIS THREAT.

. THEY SAY THAT YOU GAVE YOUR BLESSING TO THE
PERPETRATORS OF THE ATTACKS AGAINST THE FRENCH
AND AMERICAN HEADQUARTERS.

~~THIS 1S SUCH A FOOLISH ACCUSATION Tral IT 1S
NOT WORTH DENYINGT™ TN FACT THE WASHINGTON POST
CORRESPONDANT ACCUSED ME OF 17. WHEN 1 ASKED MIM
WHERE HE GOT 1T, HE SAID FROM THE KATA‘IS
INFORMATION SERVICE. LJHIS IS W pus PROPAGATED
THIS RUMOR. PERSONA: HAD NOTHING_10.DQ E!
FROM_FAR OR FROM NaAR WITH_THIS ATTACK. __
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9. WHEN PEOPLE WERE SPEAKING OF THE RETURN OF THE
ADF TO BEIRUT YOU MADE A DECLARATION IN wHICH YOU
SAID THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO BE REALISTIC AND TO
REVISE MISTAKEN CALCULATIONS. WHAT GID YOU MEAN?

--ANY POLITICAL OR MILITARY FORCE, IN ORDER 70

SUCCEED IN ITS ACTION, MJUST OBTAIN THE AGREEMENT J[/

OF ALL POLITICAL AND MILITARY FORCES PRESENT ON
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THE GROUND. OTHERWISE, IT WILL TRANSFORM ITSELF
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QUICKLY INTO A PARTY TQ THE CONFLICT aND WILL IN-

CREASE EVEN FURTHER THE COMPLEAITY CF THE PROBLEM.

ANY SOLUTION IN LEBANON MUST PASS THROUGH INTERNAL., t—""
FCREEMERT,—

JCREEMENT.
BUT IS THIS AGREEMENT POSSIBLE?

-~WITH THE TRADITIONAL FIGURES WHO FOR YEARS MAVE

CONTROLLED THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN LEBAMON, IT

! . SEEMS TO 8E DIFFICULT, SOME QF THEM WHO rAVE.
*RAGED® FOR FIFTY 1EABS_W§_ETXRE AND_GIVE WAY

10_VOUNGER REQPLE . .

THAN THE OLDER ONE. IT HAS NO EAPERIENCE OF C3-
EXISTENCE

+=THIS IS TRUE. THIS.NEW_GENSRATION WAS BCRN.ON.

THE BATTLEEIELD. LT PRACTICES.POLITICS WITH 4_

RIFLE. _BUT IF WE MANAGE TO SILENCE THE RIFLE,

17 WILL KNGW HOW TO SPEAK BETTER THAN THE CLOER

GENERATION,  THE LATTER IS USING IT TO ammm -
WITH, JUST AS IT USES TENSION CN THE GROUND. :
WHY NOT LET THE PEOPLE SPEAK WHQ, UNTIL PCW, CC! mxwz -
TO LIVE THE EXPERIENCE OF COEXISTENCE? I GO ST .

THINK THERE WOULD BE ANY GREAT PROBLEM ZETWEEN P

CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM WORKERS, CHRISTIAN AND WUSLIM S B
STUDENTS, ETC. [ LIVED FOR A LONG TIME IN NABA’ .

AND 1 NEVER SUFFEREO ANY PRCBLEM CF THAT KIND.

BUT YOU LEFT NABA',

-=1 LEFT TWQ OAYS BEFORE TME OCCLPATION OF THAT
NEIGHEORHOOD. MY MUSSAYNIYAH HAD MO MORE REASCN

FCR BEING. BUT THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT CTEXIS-
TENCE NO LONGER EXISTS. FIGHTING BETWEEN CHRISTIANS
AND MUSLIMS IS NOT ALWAYS CUE TO A CONFESSIGNAL . .
PROBLEM. LET THOSE WHO SCUEEZE THIS COUNTRY IN A ° . -

VISE OF HATRED BY TRYING TO SHARPEN CONFESSIONAL

SENTIMENTS LIFT THEIR BLOCKAOE &ND ALLOW THE PEOPLE

FINALLY TO EXPRESS THEMSELVES FREELY. EECZUSE

FINALLY THE LEBANESE, CPRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS. ARE .

FIGHTING FOR LIFE; ALL &RE SUFFERING FROM THE ' -
ECONGMIC CRISIS, INDEPENOENTLY OF THEIR CONFESSION.

10. WHAT DO YOU THIMK OF THE *CAMTONS® FIRMULAT

--1 DON‘T BELIEVE IN IT. 1 STUDIED IT DISPASSICNATELY,

SCIENTIFICALLY. 1 READ THE DECLARATIONS OF KARIM

PAKRADUNI AND OTHERS ON THE SUBUECT AND FRAMKLY,

THIS PROJECT APPEARS TO ME ILLOGICAL. wHaT IS THE

UTILETY OF THIS FCRMULA? THAT MUSLIMS AOT LIVE

UNDER CHRISTIAN DOMINATICN AND VICE VERSA? THIS

MEANS THAT IT WILL BE MECESSARY TO EWPLY THE SrUF

CF ALL CHRISTIANS, AS WELL aS THE SCUTH. ETC.

AND If SOME WISH TO STAY [N THE REGICHS. THEY WILL

MORE THAN EVER FEEL OCMINATEQ &ND THEIR FATRED

WILL BECOME FIERCE. THE COWPLEAITY OF THE

“CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM CONFLICT® WILL BECCME GREATER,

BECAUSE 1T WILL B€ NECESSARY TG GO INTO LETAIL,

THE GENERAL PPOSLEM WILL GIVE 2IRTm TG & WLTITUDE i t

OF LOCAL PRCILEMS THAT ARE DIFFICULT TC RESCLVE. - -
AN EMORMOUS DISPLACEMENT OF ThE POFULATICH wiit : :
BE NEEDED TO OVERCOME THEM. THIS 1S -z:r nsz o

C2ZRRY QUT, MO, THOSE WO PROPCSE ThIS F .
ARE NEITHER REALISTIC NOR SERIOUS. CNI. UNITARY . .
T_IHE SERVICE CF_ALL THE RESIONSTTTAN . K
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==1 THINK THAT THE GREEN LIGHT FOR THE SOLUTION
HAS NCT YET BEEN GIVEN. THMIS 1S wav IT 1S A
MATTER NCw CF A CARETAKER GOVERNMENT, 8UT aLSO f‘-/
4 GOVERNMENT FOR FREEZING THE CRISIS. AN ATTEMRT

18 EZING WADE TO INTRCOUCE A RATIONAL ELEMENT INTO
OUR CRISIS SO TWAT IT WILL NOT BE A THREAT TO THE
REGION, wHISH IN ITS TURN IS ALSO GOING

A SERIOUS CRISIS.
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12.  SAYID MUHAMMAD HUSSAYN FADLALLAM, COULD YOU
SPEAX TO US OF YOURSELF?

--1 AM LEBANESE. FROM AYNATA IN BINT JBAYL. (MY /

FATHER STILL LIVES TMERE.) My FAMILY DESCENDS

FROM THE PRIPHET. 1 WAS BORN IN NAJAF (IRAQ}.

1 STUDIEC THERE AND PARTICIPATED IN MANY RELIGIOUS
ACTIVITIES. IN 1966 1 ARRIVED IN LEBANON. 1

INSTALLED MYSELF IN NABA’, WHERT I FOUNDED A SOCIAL
AND CULTURAL INSTITUTION THAT STILL EXISTS. WHEN

NASA® FELL, I CAVE TO EIR AL-ABD, WHMERE 1 FOUNDED -

PRE : .
= 3 ’m{,cﬁ e Shre N L ! AN INSTITUTION FOR ORPRANS IN THE NAME OF THE -
sl : : Y 1431;7‘ . WM X701 (SIS), WOSE REPRESENTATIVE I AM IN
i\éﬁ*ﬁr ed A% a3 SE i > BEIRU®. IT IS NOT AN KONORIFIC TITLE. 1T IS THE . R
ppd ol 1] : R ? ; MIGHEST AUTHGRITY AT TwE LEVEL OF THE SHIITE 1JTIMAD .
THE IMAU KrQ.1 HAS MIS SEAT AT NAUAF). 1 HAVE — B
WRITTEN 3 SCOSE OF WORKS ON ISLAM AND I TEACH IN <

SEVERAL SDOCLS.

THEY SAY YOU ARE THE PRINCIPAL RIVAL OF SHAYKH
MUHAMMAD MAHD] SHAMS AD-DIN?

~<NO. IT 15 OUT OF THE QUESTION. 1 LIKE YO WORK
FREELY WITHOUT ANY OFFICIAL CAPACITY. END TEXT. . C -
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